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Our Mission 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church is a place where a sense of history and tradition meet the  

challenge of change, a place where people are drawn into community that nurtures mind and 

spirit, a place where the gifts and talents of individuals are honored and enhanced.  Here we learn, live and share the  

gospel and reach out to meet the needs of those outside the parish.  Together we worship and experience forgiveness and joy. 

 

 

       here is nothing so extraordinary as sunset. The 
sky changes and evolves, over a matter of minutes, 
from one set of colors to another. . .God, it seems, 
paints with far more color and light than I can ever 
imagine. 
        As the days shorten and the nights grow long, we 
need light. Our lives-whether at home, at work or 
even at church-often reflect the dwindling light and 
increasing dark around us. We Christians need the 
light of God in Jesus Christ, especially on those days 
and in those times when all it seems we walk in is the 
darkness. 
        No wonder, then, that our prayer in this time of 
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany are all about light: 
 
        Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the 
works of darkness, and put on the armor of light. . . 
 
        O God, you have caused this holy night to shine 
with the brightness of the true Light. . . 
 
        Almighty God, Christ is the light of the world: 
Grant that your people, illuminated by your w\Word 
and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of 
Christ’s glory. . .  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The People 

who walked in dark-

ness have seen a great 

light” 
My sisters and brothers, we need to bring our need 
for light to God, who is the source of all light. I leave 
you with this prayer, attributed to St. Francis of Assisi, 
which I pray as I seek to dwell in the light of Christ. If 
it is helpful to you, use it during this time of darkness. 
May it be a way to cry out in our wilderness for the 
promised season of Light: 
Most High and Glorious God, 
Bring Light to the darkness of my heart; 
Give me right faith, 
Certain hope 
And perfect charity. 
Lord, give me insight and wisdom, 
So I might always discern 
You’re Holy and True will. 
AMEN 
 
Gail+  

SAINT’S AND FEAST DAYS 
December 21 St. Thomas The Apostle 
December 24 Eve of the Nativity 
December 25 The Nativity OF Our Lord Jesus Christ (Christmas Day) 
December 26 St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
December 27 St. John, Apostle and Martyr 
December 28 The Holy Innocence 
January 1, 2012 The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 



 

 

December Education 

Sunday Morning Adult Programs  9:30 a.m. Sunday Adult Forum led by John Caldwell, continues every week in room 

136 of the new bldg.  This class is for adults of any age who enjoy a spirited discussion of faith centered around a good book.  

Faith Matters an informal group that meets every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Library. Everyone is welcome to join in! 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study & Program: 6:45pm, in the Parlor. Fr. Bob leads a study in the New Testament book of 

Luke. Occasional speakers also address the class on a variety of topics.  Everyone is invited.  

Wednesday Nights at Emmanuel- Join us every week for Holy Eucharist at 5:30 p.m. in the church, followed by dinner at 

6pm served by one of Emmanuel’s amazing cooking teams.  The food and fellowship are great and for three bucks, it’s a 

bargain!   There are programs for kids and teens and adults offered every week at 6:45.  This is a great way to meet your 

church friends and grow as a family.  Spend your Wednesday evening at Emmanuel! 

Thursday Morning Bible Study  led by Mother Gail Davis, will being reading and discussing "Amos" at 10am, in the Great 

Room.  We look forward to welcoming new and former members to become a part of this special group of inquiring minds 

as we travel on our spiritual journey together.  

 UUUNITEDNITEDNITED   CCCAMPUSAMPUSAMPUS   MMMINISTRIESINISTRIESINISTRIES 
 The Rev. Gary Sanford, Chaplain 

 As I prepare for our annual Thanksgiving dinner at UCM (this will be the third year) I 

can’t help but reflect upon the blessings I have received through this ministry.  Elected 

president of the Board of Trustees in 2007 (a position I still hold) and appointed chaplain 

in February of 2008 I have come into contact with a wide and varied group of students.  

Students from many different backgrounds, faith communities and with different carrier 

goals.  Some of these I have known from past contact for their entire college experience 

and a few as they complete their graduate studies.  Many have come to see UCM as a mainstay in their lives providing 

a solid foundation in what can be the chaos of college life.  As always it is hard to see any of them graduate and go on 

with their lives and they will be sorely missed.   

We have laughed together, argued together and sometimes even cried together.  We have shared experiences that 

have enriched lives through understanding and sharing and caring.  We have traveled together and camped together 

enjoying nature and God’s creation that is our world...and we have done this openly, willingly and with God’s  

guidance. 

Every student who has come to UCM, even those who are there fleetingly on Wednesdays, has touched my life by 

their presence.  I know that UCM has had an impact on many of their lives.  And to have this opportunity is a blessing I 

will be eternally thankful for.  It was God who led me on this path and it is God who has blessed me with these  

students.   

For those who will be graduating this December, God bless you and lead you on your journey.  For those who will 

be graduating next May, I look forward to the few remaining months we will have together, and for those as yet  

unknown students who will be joining our community, know that you will be accepted with open arms and grateful 

hearts. 

Yes, I have truly been blessed.  My prayer for all of you is that you will take time during hustle and bustle this  

holiday season to reflect on the blessings you have been given and to share that love with open hearts. 

Thank you to all who contributed to our Thanksgiving dinner. 

Thank you for all of your loving support and kindness. 

God’s Peace, 

End of the year reports due! 
It is that time of year again! All committees and organizations of Emmanuel are asked to submit an end of the year re-

port for the Annual Parish Meeting taking place January 22.  

Reports are due by January 16.   

Submit your end of the year report as an email attachment to our secretary: receptionist1@emmanuel-sa.org   

Reports submitted handwritten or in other forms will be included in the packet ―as is‖. (Sorry, but we cannot retype 

your report for you.)  If you have questions regarding your report please call the church office or speak with Mtr. Gail.   



 

 

From the Senior Warden 

Here are a few updates from our 15 November Vestry meeting: 

We approved a request from Samaritan Counseling for the part-time use of space at our church (library or parlor) 

for infrequent therapy sessions on a trial-basis. 

We heard a report on the search process for our settled rector – 6 applications received by the Search Committee 

who is reviewing candidates, listening to sermons and getting into the details of each.  15 more applications 

have been received by the Diocese who is reviewing and will forward to our Search Committee soon.  The 

Diocese is accepting applications until 31 December.  All is going well and we could have our settled rector 

here around April/May. 

The annual parish meeting is scheduled for 22 January after the 10:30 service.  We discussed convention delegates 

and vestry elections.  There are four vestry positions to elect.  See Mother Gail or Carl for nomination forms.  

We’d like to have at least six nominations. 

We discussed the preliminary budget for 2012 and the need to round up the remaining pledges. 

We discussed some improvement projects including the stained glass window repairs and cleaning which has been 

delayed due to the need to make more repairs than initially planned however we do hope to have all windows 

back in place and cleaned before Christmas. 

Personnel Changes:  As I’m sure you’ve all heard, Dr. James Queen announced his retirement for the end of Novem-

ber.  We thank him for his dedicated and skilled service over the last quarter of a century!  In the  

interim, we’ll employ the talents of Eleanor Elkins who is familiar with our church, choir and organ.  We’ll begin the 

process for the search for a new choirmaster and hope that our settled rector can participate in the final selection. 

Toni Hendricks, our capable and loving office manager, has also recently left for other career opportunities.  We’ll 

likely hire temporary office administrative help along with existing staff to cover duties as we explore options for her 

replacement. 

Please bear with us as we discern who will replace these two sorely missed members of our staff. 
 

With love, Carl 

Mark Your Calendars For  
These Upcoming Christmas Events 

CHRISTMAS SUPPER SHARING 
December 11th, is the date for the  

annual Christmas Adult Supper Sharing at the home of Dr. Norma Faubion, 918 Ashford Drive.  The evening 

begins at 6:30 p.m. A sign up sheet is found on the bulletin board by the Parish Hall.   

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
The annual Hanging of the Greens will be Wednesday  

December 21 at 6:45p.m. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 Christmas Eve 

5:00 p.m. Family Service 

10:30 p.m. Festal Service 

Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m. 

From the Stewardship Committee: as of November 21—We have received 86 pledges totaling $205, 758, this 

same time last year we had received 126 pledges totaling $279,364. 

As you can see, we are way behind for this time of year. We would appreciate those who still want to pledge to 

turn in a pledge card as soon as possible. This is one of the ways that we, as a Parish, can show our support for 

our church and its mission. 



 

 

GET DAILY-ISH UPDATES BY LIKING  

―EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL YOUTH COMMUNITY‖  

ON FACEBOOK!! 

Got questions?  Get in touch with Max Williams at 653-2446  

or email at youthdirector@emmanuel-sa.org 

 

All Junior and Senior High Youth and Friends! 

 

Wednesday Nights after dinner at 6:00 PM 

 

Sunday Afternoons 4:00 - 5:30 

 

We’ll keep painting until its done! 

 

WEAR CLOTHES TO PAINT IN!!! 

We’re updating the Undercroft and redesigning it!  We need all youth who want to 

help to come in help make the space our own!  

 

Haven’t been around for a while???  Come over and reconnect! 

Afraid you won’t know anyone???  Bring a friend!  All are welcome! 

ALL JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH ARE WELCOME BOTH WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS! 

 

Pictures from 

Super Fun Day at 

the Skating Rink!  

Join us next time 

and join in the 

fun!!! 



 

 

Children’s Ministries 

Junior Choir 
Wed., 12/7—6:45 Rehearsal 
Sunday, 12/11—play chimes 
      for 10:30 svc 
Sunday, 12/11—caroling 
      Meet in kitchen at 6pm 
Wed., 12/14—6:45 rehearsal 
Wed., 12/21—6:45 rehearsal 
Christmas Eve—sing at 5pm 
       Family Svc—meet in  
       vesting room at 4:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“While shepherds watched their 

flocks by night, all seated on the 

ground, the angel of the Lord 

came down, and glory shone 

around.” 

 

CHRISTMAS ART 

 
Last year’s Christmas art project was 

such a HUGE hit, we’re doing it again! 

Calling all children and youth of  

Emmanuel who love to draw!  We want 

to see your pictures based on one of our 

favorite carols:  ―While Shepherds 

Watched their Flocks by Night.‖ 
 

You are invited to submit ONE original 

drawing based on this carol.  All draw-

ings will be featured on one of our bul-

letin boards and one drawing will be the 

cover art for our Christmas Eve bulle-

tin. 
 

ALL PICTURES MUST BE 

SUBMITTED BY SUNDAY,  

DECEMBER 18! 

Holiday Schedule 
 

Because of the upcoming holidays, 

there will be NO Sunday school or 

Nursery on December 25 and  

January 1.  Also, there will be NO 

Wednesday evening programs on 

December 28. 

Upcoming Events! 

Epiphany Pageant Rehearsal 

   Sunday, 1/8, 3pm in the church 

Epiphany Pageant & Feast 

   Wednesday, 1/11, 6pm 



 

 

Courtyard Coffee Hour 

Thank you so much to the volunteers 

for November!! 

Courtyard Coffee Needs YOU! The 

sign up sheet is on the bulletin board 

by the Parish Hall, please sign up if 

you are available to host one Sunday. 

Its super easy!! All you have to do is 

provide a light snack and juice and 

coffee following the 10:30 service. 

This is such a wonderful ministry, 

please don’t let it go by the wayside.  

Hope to see you all in the courtyard! 

The Giving Store 

New baby gifts--hand 

made.  Sharon Templeton's 

cards. 

 Christmas treats. 

  Cook books for holiday 

entertaining.  Seasonal 

cards. 

Have a need? request spe-

cial  

merchandise.....we are here 

to help meet your needs 

Agape Groups 

   There is a sign up sheet for those members wishing to participate in 

Agape.  Initially there will probably be 5 or 6 small groups (singles and 

couples) and would remain a group for one year. Each group will have 

a leader to be determined as the program begins to take shape.  Each 

couple or single would be host only once during the year making the 

groups meet about every two months.  After a year the groups would be 

reformed and, eventually, each couple or single  would get to know the 

people in their church family on a deeper level. 

   One way the people in West Texas fellowship, is to get together for a 

meal. Each couple or single person would host their group once during 

the year.  The host would furnish the main course and the other mem-

bers would be asked to bring sides, dessert, etc.  

   Theo and Phillip Houser have agreed to try to set this activity in mo-

tion.  They will recruit help in organizing the groups to maximize the 

purpose: getting to know each other better.  Our target date will be 

January 2012.  If you’re interested, please talk it up with others who 

might be interested and we’ll keep working on it until it becomes a re-

ality. 

 

 

 

 
The New 2012 Episcopal  

Kalendars are here!! Be sure to pick 

one up in the alcove by the  

receptionist’s office  

today!! 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

The library has recently added a number of new books to its  

collection.  Ten of those books have been placed in the collection that is 

kept outside of the receptionist's office.  It is hoped that they will soon 

be checked out and read by parishioners! 

  1.  Yancey, Philip.  SOUL SURVIVOR.  The author discusses how 

thirteen mentors, including such individuals at Mahatme Gandi, Annie 

Dillard, and Frederick Buechner, helped his faith survive the church. 

  2.  Frykholm, Amy.  A CONTEMPLATIVE BIOGRAPHY - JULIAN 

OF NORWICH. 

  3.  Peterson, Eugene. THE PASTOR (A MEMOIR).   A readable and 

well written account of what it means to be a pastor. 

  4.  L'Engle, Madeleine.  GLIMPSES OF GRACE.  A collection of 

thoughts and reflections for daily reading. 

  5.  Adam, David.  THE RHYTHM OF LIFE,  CELTIC PRAYER. 

  6.  Chittister, Joan and Rowan Williams.  UNCOMMON GRATI-

TUDE-ALLELUIA FOR ALL THAT IS. Two individuals, theologians 

each, reach across denominational lines to form a common understand-

ing of a "life of alleluia." 

  7. Wright, N.T.  SMALL FAITH, GREAT GOD.   In this book we are 

reminded that what matters is not so much our faith itself as who our 

faith is in. 

    8.  Borg, Marcus J. and John  Dominic Crossan.  THE FIRST 

CHRISTMAS. The authors seek to answer the question What do these 

stories mean?" in the context of both the first century and the twenty-

first century. 

   10. Wangerin, Walter.  LETTERS FROM THE LAND OF CANCER. 



 

 

St. Francis Corner 
The St. Francis corner is a place for you to offer 

up your furry loved ones for prayer. If you have 

a pet you would like added to the list, please 

email receptionist@emmanuel-sa.org. 

Prayers for Healing: Heidi, Buddy. Rummy 

Birthdays 
Michele Glassford Dec. 1 
Tanya Pfluger Dec. 1 
Scotty Caldwell Dec. 7 
Zach Pfluger Dec. 10 
Adam Busenlehner Dec. 11 
Lillian Flowers Dec. 15 
Carol Morris Dec. 15 
Kay Ellis Dec. 16 
Rachel Glassford Dec. 17 
Craig Kinney Dec. 17 
Charles Owens Dec. 17 
Allyson Pfluger Dec. 18 
Richard Easingwood Dec. 20 
Ervin Silence Dec. 21 
Danny Casillas Dec. 22 
Beth Peterson Dec. 22 
Ann Light Dec. 24 
Anne Marie Carter Dec. 25 
The Rev. Gail Davis Dec. 28 
John Glassford Dec. 28 
Polly Brooks Harper Dec. 29 
Alexander Steadman Dec. 29 
Lori Hollingsworth Dec. 30 
King Walker Dec. 30 
Anna Wardlaw Dec. 31 

Wedding Anniversaries 
Thom & Catherine Spinks Dec. 2 

Phillip & Sharon Templeton   Dec. 2 
Charles & Sonya King Dec. 3 

John Hay & Marilyn Aboussie   Dec. 9 
Wayne & Shelly Neighbors   Dec. 11 
James & Gerry Lummus Dec. 15 
Louis & Kay Rork Dec. 20 
Al & Carol Morris Dec. 21 
Crockett & Ann Light Dec. 23 
Glenn & June Doggett Dec. 29 

Robert & Polly Brooks Harper   Dec. 31 
Mark & Bryce Thieman Dec. 31 

Memorials and Gifts 
In memory of Bernard Brady given by: 

Elvina Brady (Altar Guild) 
Sylvia Wood 

 

In memory of Paul & Louise Villaret given by Thom & 
Catherine Spinks (Altar Guild) 

 

In memory of Bruce Beesley given by: 
 Pat Clare (Altar Guild) 
Steve & Juanita Baker 

John Hay & Marilyn Aboussie 
 

In thanksgiving of Rev. Gail Davis, Altar Guild, Thom & 
Catherine Spinks, Laura Derby, Lee Green, and Earlene 

Ham given by Mary Manitzas. (Altar Guild) 
 

In honor of Jo White for her help to me and to the 
church given by Virginia Chase. (Altar Guild) 

If your birthday or wedding anniversary does not appear on this list, please email it to receptionist@emmanuel-sa.org 

We don’t want to leave anyone out! 



 

 

Episcopal Life Online 
This website provides the latest news from 

Episcopal Life and Episcopal News Service. 

www.episcopalchurch.org/life 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
3 South Randolph 

San Angelo, Texas  76903 

Phone:  325.653.2446 

Fax:  325.653.2447 

www.emmanuel-sa.org 
The Rt. Rev. Scott Mayer, 

The Bishop of Northwest Texas 

The Rev. Gail Davis, Interim Priest 

The Rev. Robert B. Hedges, Pastoral Assistant 

The Rev. Gary Sanford, Deacon 

Dr. James L. Queen, Choirmaster and Organist 

Ms. Jane Lewis, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Mr. Max Williams, Youth Missioner 

Mr. Javier Santos, Sexton 

Worship Services:  

Sundays at 8:00am & 

10:30am;  

Wednesdays at 5:30pm;  

Thursdays at Noon 

MONTHLY VESTRY MINUTES ARE POSTED ON THE PARISH HALL BULLETIN BOARD. 

To receive the diocesan publication, The Newsletter, via email, contact Carolyn Hearn, at diocese@nwt.org 

with your email address. 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
3 South Randolph,  

San Angelo, Texas 76903-5828 

THE EMMANUEL MESSENGER  

(USPS 781560) is published monthly by  

Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 3 S. Randolph St.,  
San Angelo, TX 76903.Periodicals postage paid at 

San Angelo, TX 76902. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to  
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 3 S. Randolph St., San 

Angelo, TX 76903. 

Vestry 2011 

Carl White, Senior Warden 

Cora McGowan, Junior Warden 

Karl Wehner, Treasurer 

Jared Eggemeyer, Gary Gibian,  

Wayne Neighbors, Betty Jones,  

Mary Tinsley, Heidi Brooks,  

Adam Busenlehner, Elizabeth Grindstaff, Susan 

Kinney, Joe Duncan 

 

These individuals are here to serve you and ap-

preciate your  

comments and support.  


